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The Melancholy of Race proposes that racial identification is itself already a melancholic act--a social category that is imaginatively

supported through a dynamic of loss and compensation, by which the racial other is at once rejected and retained. THE

MELANCHOLY OF RACE. If something is to stay in the memory, it must be burned in: only that which never ceases to hurt stays

in the memory. NIETZSCHE . Cheng recognizes, exhibiting rare compassion, that "public grievance is a social forum and luxury to

which the racially melancholic minorities have little or no access" (). Such a statement has direct bearing on Asian Americans who

are often rendered invisible by racial dialogue dominated by white/black oppositions. The Melancholy of Race: Psychoanalysis,

Assimilation and Hidden Grief. The Melancholy of Race proposes that racial identification is itself already a melancholic act--a

social category that is imaginatively supported through a dynamic of loss and compensation, by which the racial other is at once

rejected and retained. The Melancholy of Race has 94 ratings and 4 reviews. Ayanna said: One of the best books I've ever read.

Anne Anlin Cheng is a gifted writer and academic.
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